
Feeding	  the	  5000	  Dancing	  Story	  (based	  on	  John	  6:1–21)
Resources: Large sand coloured rectangle of fabric, large strip of blue fabric, books and scrunched 
green fabric, boat and oars, 3 adult dolls, 1 boy, small wooden people, bag with coins,  12 loaves 
(dough balls) and several fish, 12 mini cake cases, moon, dark blue waves, Capernaum (some 
wooded bricks)

I want you to imagine a large lake – this is the Sea of 
Galilee. 

Large sand coloured rectangle of 
fabric and large strip of blue fabric 
for sea. Hills made of hymn books 
and scrunched green coloured fabric

On this side there are rugged hills leading steeply up from 
the water’s edge.

And on this side is the town of Capernaum. Add building blocks on other side

Jesus and his disciples had had a busy few days and they 
were tired so they took their boat across the other side of 
the Sea of Galilee. 

Add Jesus and disciples and boat 
and oars.

But the crowds kept following them because Jesus had 
been healing many people who were ill.

Add small wooden people (could be 
strips of paper chain people)

So Jesus went up the mountain side for some time out. Move Jesus and disciples up the 
mountain
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But when he looked up, he saw that the crowd were 
climbing up the mountain.  

Move crowds up mountains

So Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we going to buy bread 
for everyone to eat?”

Philip was rather taken aback and blurted out that six 
months wages wouldn’t be enough to feed everyone even a 
few crumbs!

Add money bag and coins

Andrew said to Jesus, “There is a boy here with his packed 
lunch – he has five barley loaves and two fishes but they 
will not be enough to share with so many!”

Add  boy, 5 loaves (dough balls) and 
two fish

But Jesus thanked the boy for his lunch and told the 
disciples to get everyone to sit down on the grassy hillside.

Arrange crowds spread out on 
hillside

Then Jesus took the loaves and gave thanks and shared 
them to those who were seated and the fish also, as much 
as people wanted.

Add 7 more dough balls and fish
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When everyone had eaten enough Jesus asked the disciples 
to collect up the leftovers so nothing would be wasted. 
They filled twelve baskets full of bread!

Collect up dough balls into 12 mini 
cake cases.

When people realised what had happened they were 
excited and proclaimed that Jesus was a prophet and 
wanted to make him their king!

Mini crown

When Jesus realised they wanted to make him their king he 
withdrew rapidly and went further up into the hills to be by 
himself.

Remove Jesus to far side of 
mountains

When evening came, his disciples went down the hill to 
the lake and got into their boat to head back across the sea 
to Capernaum.

Add moon, and put disciples down 
on boat and out to sea.

It was now dark and Jesus had not joined them. The sea 
became rough because a strong wind was blowing. 

Add darker blue fabric waves
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They had rowed about three or four miles when they saw 
Jesus walking on the sea towards them. They were terrified!

Add Jesus walking over the sea

But Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid, it’s me! The 
disciples helped him into the boat and they arrived at 
Capernaum.

Put Jesus in boat and move boat to 
Capernaum.

I wonder questions…
I wonder which part of the story you liked the best?
I wonder how the disciples felt when Jesus asked them to feed everyone?
I wonder how the little boy felt when his lunch was shared?
I wonder what God would like us to learn from this story?
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